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their families could not intermarry without falling1
under the stern discipline of Innocent III. Alfonso,
King of Leon, began by marrying Teresa, the daughter
of the King of Portugal; but after she had borne him.
two daughters the marriage was annulled by the
Pope, and Teresa, going into a convent, lived so holy a
life that she was canonised. Alfonso then wedded
Berenguela of Castille without asking a dispensation.
For nine years they remained together, but at last the
threat of laying the kingdom under an interdict forced
them to separate, after they had had two sons and
two daughters, whose legitimacy, however, was fully
allowed. Berenguela returned to her father's court, and
was so highly esteemed, that at his death in 1214, only
two years after the battle of Navas de Tolosa, he left
her regent for her young brother, Enrique I.; and her
mother, the English Eleanor, dying of grief shortly
after, he was left entirely to her care.

Pedro II. of Aragon, grandson to Queen Petronila.,
had married Maria of Montpellier, whose mother was
a Greek princess of Constantinople. Only one son
was born of this marriage ; and Maria, anxious that
he should have an apostolic patron, yet uncertain how
to choose, arranged, by the advice of her confessor,
Bishop Boyl, that twelve tapers should each be con-
secrated to an Apostle, and that the child should be
called after him whose candle should burn the longest.
Southey has thus depicted the suspense :

The tapers were short and slender too,
Yet to the expectant throng,

Before they to the socket burnt,
The time. I irow. seemed lonsr.